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There is no mistaking a real book when one meets it.

It is like falling in love. Christopher Morley
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THE FIRST ROSE

He came a-wandering from the West,

By twilight ways, through the leafly woods,
Where larches swept against his breast

And whispered of green solitudes,
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He put his feadan to his mouth

And played, low-sweet, an olden rann,
Till at his calling, from the South,

The rain fell, soft and silver-wan,

By one gray lough with rushy rim,
Whose sagans sigh a fairy rune,
The far-off piping notes of him
Made Sorrow-music for the June,

I heard his steps pass Yester-morn
Fleet as a bird that comes and goes;
“O Joy!" he sang, “for June is born,
Lo! Her first gift! this wine-red Rose.”
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